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98-375 Sept. 17, 1998 
For Immediate Release: 
MEXICAN FOLKLORIC DANCE COMPANY TO SHOW MOVES TO EIU. COMMUNITY 
CHARLESTON -- The Mexican Folkloric Dance Company of Chicago, whose 
mission it is to "perpetuate the traditional dance, music, song and dress of Mexico" as well 
as to make people aware of Mexican heritage, is bringing its message to Charleston. 
The group, featuring more than 50 dancers and numerous authentic and unique 
Mexican dances, will perform at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 19, in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union on Eastern Illinois University's campus. Tickets can 
be purchased at the door and are $3 for students with official I.D. and $5 for all non-
students. 
An average performance of the Mexican Folkloric Dance Company contains eight 
to 12 suites or rituals which contain three to five dances each. Group members know 
more than 300 dance styles and display many breathtaking and colorful costumes 
originating from Mexico's 32 states. 
Pre-Colombian indigenous, Spanish colonialism, French intervention, the Mexican 
revolution, and other European and eastern cultures are all elements that have helped to 
shape Mexico's present and unique form of dance. 
The dance company, which was founded in 1982, has performed throughout the 
Midwest and parts of Mexico. They have performed during half-time festivities for the 
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Chicago Bulls and were a part of the opening ceremonies for the 1994 World Cup held in 
Chicago. They have also performed before many U.S. presidents, including Ronald 
Reagan, George Bush and Bill Clinton. 
The company has won many excellence awards and was even mentioned in a 1996 
book-- titled Incentive Genius: The History of the Museum of Science and Industry-- for 
producing and performing in the museum's annual Latino Horizon's Festival. 
This event is being sponsored by Eastern's University Board. 
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